
Good evening members of the Richmond City Democratic Committee my name is Jewel Gatling
and I am here asking for your vote and support as your next Chair.

I have a quick story for you. I've always voted, since the age of 18, because it was my civic
duty..and Mama made sure of it with a text asking “did you vote today? If you can stand in line at
the club you can stand in line at the polls” but that’s all I would do because to me that was all I
was supposed to do, so I thought. I didn’t know at that time that being a member of a local
Democratic committee was accessible to me. I thought you had to know someone who knew
someone to get in.

I thought you had to be this or come from there and I thought this way until 2012 when I
volunteered at the Suffolk headquarters for the Obama re-election campaign. On election night
members of the Suffolk Democratic Committee asked the volunteers not to leave but to join
SDC and continue working with the Democratic Party, and so I did.

I tell you this origin story because there are so many Democrats in the Richmond area that feel
the same way, they don’t know that they can be here let alone that we need them here.

As your chair I would like for us to focus on communities that are ignored until its election time.
As your chair I would like for us to bring in members from all of the diverse communities we
have here in the River City and RETAIN THEM. We can do this by providing forums and town
halls, introducing who we are as a committee and a party.

Let’s retain folks with a mentorship program pairing new members with seasoned ones because
speeches and messages are often heard but easy to ignore, ACTION however is seen.

An increase in voter registration drives and voter registration certifications for members.
Recorded sessions explaining how the city government operates.

It’s on us to bring in the Jewels of Richmond who don’t know there is a place for them beyond
the voting booth. And with that I am Jewel Gatling asking you for your vote as your NEXT RCDC
CHAIR!!


