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Andreas Addison - Candidate for City Council - 1st District 
Political Affiliation: Independent 
Website: www.addisonforcouncil.com 
 
Bio: Born and raised in Virginia, Andreas has been active innovating government in the United States and 
Europe for the past several years. Andreas utilizes his passion as a civil servant which started in his 
undergraduate degree at Virginia Tech and was further developed during his Master’s of Business 
Administration at the University of Richmond. During his eight-year career at the City of Richmond, he 
created the role of Civic Innovator, driving change in City Hall through connecting citizens with data, 
information, services, and technology.  
 
As a Civic Innovator, his focus was bringing best practices and new ways of thinking to how cities operate. 
During his career, he made Richmond a destination for pursuing innovative projects such as applying to be a 
2013 IBM Smarter Cities Challenge partner, Fuse Corps fellowship partner in 2014, and leading the Code 
for America project in 2015. He earned the title "resident disruptor of the status quo" in City Hall as he not 
only questions why, but also pursue innovative approaches and solutions to improve government 
operations. My focus is to connect City Hall with our citizens and businesses in the best, most modern and 
progressive way possible through leveraging open data, technology and citizen engagement.  
 
From his experience in City Hall, Andreas created his own business consulting to make cities, communities, 
businesses, and people work together better and in the 21st century. He consults to modernize, advance, 
and expand growth and opportunities for all. His work focuses on open data, open government, civic 
engagement, application design and development, equity building, innovative policy creation, Internet of 
Things infrastructure design, startup support, entrepreneurship development, and helping build awesome 
and amazing things for neighborhoods and communities to be strengthened and connected. 
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
My campaign for First District City Council has received support from both sides of the aisle. Personally, and 
throughout my career, I have been unaffiliated with either party. My focus of bringing a vision and plan for 
driving good government in City Hall, capitalizing on my practical experience of driving change while as a 
Civic Innovator. I am seeking the RCDC support of my campaign due to my passion and drive to create 
equitable access to efficient government services for everyone. I want to see action in changing the quality 
of our schools, I want to see improved support to elevate people out of poverty, I want to see a Richmond 
that is vibrant and growing, I want to see a city that together, is addressing and overcoming as one. While 
Mayor, City Council, and School Board campaigns are non-partisan elections, it is important to been seen as 
the strongest candidate and this forum affords me the opportunity to share my views, strategy, and plan for 
driving the City forward.  
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
Our public school system needs to be the focal priority. Improving our schools is the best economic 
development investment the city can make. Improving schools is more than just funding, its about 
community. Its about bringing the necessary resources into our schools that create a fertile environment to 
learn. Its empowering teachers in the classroom to focus on education, not providing personally for the lack 
or resources many classrooms have. Its supporting after school programs to keep children positively 
engaged. Its bringing external resources from grants and programs that have drastically improved the quality 
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of education into our school system. Its aligning our community resources to provide access to the services 
and assistance many families need to strengthen their children's preparation for school. We need to see 
education not be a talking point, but an action point of change. That is why it is my promise to work hand in 
hand with my School Board member to make sure our schools are receiving the assistance they need to 
improve our accreditation numbers. I will visit each school in the First District monthly to meet and learn from 
administrators, faculty, teachers, students and parents the challenges facing our schools. It is through this 
hands on approach to improve schools that we can make the best decisions of where to fund and bring 
additional resources. Lastly, if my key role in improving schools on City Council is to approve their budget, 
then I must take the extra step to visit each school in the city once a year. I need to be able to see with my 
own eyes the challenges facing our schools across the city. In order to properly raise the tide of the quality 
of education in Richmond, to raise all ships, I must assess each school to make equitable improvements for 
all.  
 
City Hall needs to function effectively and efficiently. City Council’s number one job is to approve the budget 
each year. Continually we are seeing our valuable taxpayer dollars in the headlines of waste and 
mismanagement. My number one focus will be to create accountability and transparency for the budget we 
approve. We need to see the administration be accountable with the dollars we provide them to spend 
through monthly reporting of performance measures. We need to see the outcomes of our spending and to 
see the needs of our community met. I will make sure we can identify in our budget the funding allocated for 
key basic services such as street paving, pothole repair, sidewalk repair, snow removal, alley maintenance, 
leaf collection, and trash and recycling collection. We need to be able to see these services and the true 
costs to deliver them. We need to make City Hall function in the 21st century. Through my career working in 
City Hall, I have studied how other cities have improved operations by becoming digital. That doesn't mean 
everything is online, what it means is that each process and service is delivered in a streamlined, consistent, 
and accountable manner. City Hall needs to advance into the 21st century for its service operations and 
delivery, which will improve our equitable access to government services, drive the tracking and reporting of 
the status of services, and create an environment for which we can improve operations through performance 
management. On City Council, I will focus on driving investments in these areas to improve basic 
government services to be accountable and properly managed, so that we can then focus on taking care of 
larger issues such as addressing poverty, public housing, public transportation, and education. 
 
Jonathan Cruise - Candidate for City Council - 1st District 
Political Affiliation: Independent 
Website: www.jonathancruise.com 
 
Bio: I've lived in Virginia since 1991. I attended public school in southwest Virginia, including Radford High 
School. In high school I took part in the Model General Assembly program where I gained experience in 
public service. I went on to attend Virginia Tech. As a student, I was elected to serve as President for the 
university’s chapter of Delta Sigma Pi, an international professional business fraternity. I graduated in 2006 
with a degree in Business Information Technology. I then moved to Arlington, VA, after graduating and 
became involved with Volunteer Arlington, which organizes activities such as neighborhood brush pickups 
and tutoring. I met my wife, Amanda, in 2010 when we joined the same dodgeball team playing in the 
Arlington Athletic & Social League. Amanda and I moved to Richmond where we first lived in Shockoe 
Bottom and later settled into the Malvern Gardens neighborhood. I'm currently an Information Technology 
Project Manager. I also maintain involvement with Virginia Tech's Pamplin College of Business by speaking 
with current students about experiences after college. 
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Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
No. 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
I firmly believe that two critical challenges that the City of Richmond faces are: 1) Low expectations and 
confidence in the city's public school system, and 2) delivery of public infrastructure and services. I will 
commit to constantly collaborating with and working alongside families, the School Board, and the Mayor's 
Office to ensure that schools obtain the resources and financial support they need to help children in 
Richmond succeed. Also, I will commit to enhancing the city's ability to provide basic, reliable infrastructure 
and services by assessing the city's commitments and identifying more efficient methods of providing these 
services in a timely manner wherever feasible. 
 
 
Harry Warner - Candidate for City Council - 1st District 
Political Affiliation: Independent 
Website: www.warner4rva.com 
 
Bio: A Richmond native, I moved away with my family in 1973 when I was 12. But even then I knew I would 
return to Richmond that I considered home. 
 
Sixteen years later, in which time I attended college and served in the US Army, I returned to Richmond in 
1989 to begin a professional career in commercial banking with a multi-billion dollar regional bank, Dominion 
Bank. I later progressed to Vice President and commercial account officer at Regency Bank and then First 
Virginia Bank during my ten-years in banking. 
 
My passion for serving and working with nonprofit organizations manifested itself by starting a nonprofit 
consulting firm in 1997. In 2001 I became the Chief Development Officer for the Tredegar National Civil War 
Center, raising over $15 million to help launch this pioneering museum before returning to consulting in 2004 
creating Warner Consulting Group. Currently with West Avenue Associates consulting, my nonprofit clients 
have included private schools, cultural organizations, and human service organizations. Additionally, I 
served seven years is the Executive Director of the Virginia War Memorial Educational Foundation, the 
nonprofit support arm of the state agency, raising over $10 million for its new Paul and Phyllis Galanti 
Education Center. Through my volunteer and professional experience, I have helped organizations raise 
over $50 million in capital, annual giving, and endowment campaigns and have created numerous strategic 
plans for organizations to advance themselves. 
 
I have also held active volunteer leadership roles that include serving three years on the vestry of St. James’ 
Episcopal Church, the last year as its senior warden (board chairman), and for six years on the board of a 
Richmond homeless shelter, now known as Home Again. I have served as Vice Chairman of the Board of 
Governors of Stuart Hall School, a private school of approximately 145 students, and he served on the 
board of the Church Schools in the Diocese of Virginia, which owns six private schools across the 
Commonwealth with a combined student body of 4,000 and a combined $70 million operating budget. Most 
recently I was chairman of the Save The Diamond Committee, a grass roots effort of professionals and 
concerned citizens that created a bold, fiscally responsible, and popular concept to transform The Diamond 
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into a 21st-century stadium - and to develop the surrounding 50 acres with offices, residences, and retail 
establishments. 
 
I am an alumnus of Episcopal High School in Alexandria, Virginia and Hampden-Sydney College in 
Hampden-Sydney, Virginia receiving a B.A. in History in 1984. Upon graduation, I received my commission 
into the US Army serving five years active duty as a Cobra attack helicopter pilot. In addition to my flight 
wings and the Air Assault Badge, I received the Army Achievement Medal, the Army Commendation Medal, 
and the Meritorious Service Medal. In 2002 I received a Graduate Certificate in Nonprofit Management, an 
intensive post-graduate program designed for nonprofit sector leaders, from Virginia Commonwealth 
University. 
 
I have resided in Richmond’s first district for over 35 years, currently with my three children, all of whom 
attended Richmond Public Schools. 
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
No. 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
The school system. I will seek to collaborate with the school board and the mayor’s administration to ensure 
the system can be the best it can be. The school system operates in a competitive marketplace, so this 
means providing competitive educational programs and opportunities that are offered in the surrounding 
counties. I want to ensure the system’s schools and facilities are adequately sized for the number of 
students in the system. I want to work with our state legislators to restore funding to pre-recession levels. 
And, I want to make sure each school is adequately staffed with teachers who are fairly paid. We must 
support our teachers who have a daily impact with our most important population, our children. 
 
Financial integrity. The city’s finance department is out of control with consistent and continuing lack of 
reporting (i.e. the state’s annual CAFR), mismanaged tax collection, and errant procurement and account 
payable practices. I understand the administration has no clear understanding of monthly receipts and 
expenditures creating uncertainty on meeting its obligations placing the City on the precipice of disaster. If 
elected, I will demand 1) the City’s RAPID’s financial system be resolved, or replaced with a reliable system, 
2) a comprehensive, city hall wide audit in the form of a Table of Organization and Equipment, and 3) the 
city’s auditor be provided a standing agenda schedule at city council meetings to report findings, 
recommendations, and the administration’s follow up. 
 
Charlie Diradour - Candidate for City Council - 2nd District 
Political Affiliation: Democrat 
Website: www.diradourforcouncil.com 
 
Bio: I was born and raised in Richmond and have spent most of my life living in and around the 
second district. My grandparents came to Richmond having escaped the Armenian Genocide 
(1915-1918). 
 
With the support of the community, especially St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, they 
were able to create a new life here in Richmond. They did not forget their past and how the 
destructive forces of hatred can tear apart lives and families. My parents taught me that we may 
agree and we may at times disagree, but we should always respect each other’s opinions and find 

4 

http://www.diradourforcouncil.com/


common ground. It is in this belief of the power of respect and finding solutions in what we hold 
in common that I grew up to be a Democrat. 
 
I have worked on campaigns at the national, state, and local levels. I worked as staff on then 
Senator Gore’s Presidential campaign in 1988 all along the Eastern Seaboard. In 1992 I was in 
North Carolina and South Carolina for President Bill Clinton. In 1991 I ran a campaign for Jay 
Leverette against Kirk Cox; a losing effort I am still proud of. We made the Republicans work to 
keep that seat. We fought for our ideals. 
 
More recently, I have helped to raise money for national, local and state candidates including our 
next new Congressman, Donald McEachin, our Lieutenant Governor and next Governor Ralph 
Northam, and our Senator, and next Vice President, Tim Kaine. 
 
In addition to my work supporting Democratic candidates, I have served on the National Ethnic 
Democratic Coordinating Council ( a wing of the DNC), the Virginia Center for Inclusive 
Communities and currently I serve on The Virginia Small Business Commission. 
 
I own my own business founded on the work of my parents. We work with local restaurants to 
transform property for their use. My wife Ann Ritter is a pediatric neurosurgeon at VCU. We are 
the parents of three girls and work each day to leave them a better city. 
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
Yes, I am seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee. 
 
As a lifelong Democrat and active member of the Richmond City Democratic Committee I have 
worked to support the party and their candidates. Now, as a candidate, it is important to me that 
I am clearly recognized as the candidate that the Democratic Party trusts to represent their goals 
and ideals during the campaign and, when elected, while I hold office. Receiving your 
endorsement means accepting the responsibility to represent the Democratic Party. 
 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
The most important challenge facing Richmond is the urgent need to invest both our attention 
and funds into the Richmond Public Schools. Many candidates will tell you that we need to 
repair our schools and put more money into classroom instruction, which is desperately needed 
and which I do support in both the short term and the long term. But City Council needs to 
make sure that support for schools goes beyond simply writing a check for the School Board to 
spend. Schools are anchors in our communities. We need to recognize that repairing our school 
system is the first step to investing in our neighborhoods. Mayor Jones’ initiative; building four 
new schools and fighting poverty clearly shows the importance of supporting communities. The 
School Board is advocating the closure of many schools in Richmond for financial reasons, 
Council needs to ask how this will affect our city and make sure that our communities are not 
weakened by closures. 
 
The second challenge facing Richmond is getting back to providing the basic services needed by 
Our residents. There are many, repairing streets and sidewalks, adequately funding zoning and 
property inspections, trash and snow removal, supporting social services and training and hiring 
enough police officers and firefighters so they have the time to know the community and 
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residents where they work. 
 
Both challenges can be fixed through a better budget process that includes citizen input. 
Council, School Board and the Mayor need to have a shared and practical plan for the city. The 
Mayor and some on council have been chasing big projects. We don’t need a big brewery or an 
NFL training facility. If City Hall was listening they would have heard Good Schools, Good Jobs and Good 
Services. 
 
School Board Member Kimberly Gray - Candidate for City Council - 2nd District 
Political Affiliation: Democrat 
Website: www.kimgray4rva.com 
 
Bio: Kim Gray was elected to the Richmond School Board in 2008 as the Second District representative. 
During her eight years in that position, she has repeatedly demonstrated a keen grasp of the City’s budget 
process and the needs of the Richmond City Schools system. With two terms on School Board under her 
belt, and armed with the knowledge of how to take Richmond’s schools to the next level, she announced 
recently that she is running for the vacant 2nd District City Council seat. 
 
A native Richmonder and longtime resident of Jackson Ward, Kim has dedicated her life to increasing                
opportunities for our Capital City’s families. A devoted mother, civic leader, and public servant, she has                
spent nearly 20 years working tirelessly to shape the lives of children through her involvement in state                 
government, non-profits, and civic organizations. 
 
That passionate voice was heard by two of Virginia’s governors.  
 
In 2003, after years of involvement with nonprofits and civic organizations, Kim was appointed by Governor                
Mark Warner to help implement his innovative Partnership for Achieving Successful Schools (PASS)             
initiative. Through Kim's efforts to promote partnerships between the business and non-profit community, the              
PASS program raised student achievement in some of the lowest performing schools in the Commonwealth.  
 
Kim’s work on behalf of Virginia’s communities continued with a four-year appointment in the administration               
of Governor Tim Kaine. 
 
Gray's ability to connect in a positive manner with diverse audiences for causes important to our community                 
is evident in her involvement with groups ranging from the Historic Jackson Ward Association and the                
NAACP to the Greater Richmond Parent Teacher Student Association, the Fan District Association, and the               
Richmond Crusade for Voters. 
 
Her leadership skills earned her notice and an invitation to participate in the 2006 class of Leadership Metro                  
Richmond. She was chosen for the Sorensen Institute for Political Leadership’s 2010 Political Leaders              
Program at University of Virginia. In 2012, she was selected to serve as chairwoman of the Southside                 
Region of the Virginia School Board Association.  
 
Kim Gray was educated in Richmond’s public schools. And her commitment both to kids and Richmond                
Public Schools extends to her home life. In 2008, Gray adopted a young son and daughter, adding to her                   
challenges and joys as the mother of five children. All of Gray’s children attend or have graduated from                  
Richmond public schools.  
 
Kim would greatly appreciate your support during the 2016 campaign. She encourages you to contact her at                 
KimGray4RVA@gmail.com if you have any questions. 
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
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Yes, as a lifelong Democrat I would be honored to have the support of the RCDC. 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
Quality Schools: I am passionate that every child deserves a quality education. As an eight-year veteran on 
the School Board I know what our schools need to be successful and will work collaboratively to accomplish 
this. 
 
Sound Fiscal Management:The City must be a thoughtful and transparent steward of our tax dollars. While 
on school board I increased the level of transparency and eliminated wasteful spending. I will work equally 
as hard as the City Council representative.  
 
Rebecca Keel - Candidate for City Council - 2nd District 
Political Affiliation: Independent 
Website: www.rebeccakwkeel.com 
 
Bio: I am 24 years old, native to Richmond, disabled, Black/albino and am a member of the LGBTQ 
community. I am also a recent graduate of Virginia Commonwealth University's School of Social Work 
Masters program and the recipient of the VCU School of Social Work Social Justice Award. I am also a 
community organizer, meaning I work collaboratively with groups and individuals to fight against injustices. I 
have worked on initiatives that relate to the environment, LGBTQ justice, disability rights, women’s rights, 
drug policy reform, prison reform, and Black Lives Matter.  
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
No. 
 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
One significant challenge that plagues Richmond is the lack of cooperation and effective communication 
between elected boards (mayor, city council and school board) and city departments. As a certified Conflict 
Resolution trainer with a background in social work and counseling,  I will bring my skillset to City Council, 
ensuring that our communication stay effective so that our processes and decisions become more 
transparent.  
 
Richmond Public Schools and public transportation improvement initiatives continue to propose solutions 
without adequate community engagement, resulting in band-aid/half-hearted solutions. I will commit to a 
36hr work week while on council, wherein I will have the capacity to actually work within the community, 
asses for needs, and  work collaboratively to fully meet these needs. 
 
Milondra Coleman - Candidate for City Council - 3rd District 
Political Affiliation: Democrat 
Website: www.votemilondracoleman.com 
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Bio: Dr. Milondra Coleman is an inspiring and delightful educator, who has been changing lives through her 
dynamic teaching, coaching and writing, for several years. She completed her undergraduate work at Duke 
University, and holds the following advanced degrees: a Juris Doctorate from the University of Virginia 
School of Law; a Master of Divinity from the Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of Theology at Virginia Union 
University; a Master of Art in Christian Education; a Doctor of Ministry from United Theological Seminary in 
Dayton, Ohio; and a Master of Art in Teaching from Mary Baldwin College.  Additionally, she has received 
training in clinical pastoral education at the Medical College of Virginia. 

Outside of the classroom, Dr. Coleman pursues her love of entrepreneurship, writing, singing and politics. 
Dr. Coleman is the author of five books: Equipping Them to Lead, which chronicles some of the experiences 
that Dr. Coleman has gained in young adult leadership and mentoring; Love Letters, a collection of prayers 
and testimonies;  BLACK OWNED: How the Integration of Public Accommodations Affected Black 
Businesses in Richmond, Virginia; Be Encouraged: The Trials, Tribulations and Triumphs of 
Self-Publishing,Marketing and Other Major Undertakings and Aint’a That Good News: Motivational 
Messages for Youth. She also recorded her first CD, “Worship with Milondra” in 2007. 

Dr. Coleman is a lifelong Richmonder, presently teaching and coaching pre-service teachers in Richmond 
Public Schools at the high school level. She is currently running for Richmond's 3rd district City Council seat 
and has received endorsements from The Richmond Crusade for Voters, Inc. and Dr. Roy A. West, former 
Mayor of the City of Richmond.  

Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
As a Democrat who believes in equality on all fronts; equal opportunity despite race, religion, gender, or 
sexual orientation; equal educational opportunity for all; protecting the environment from those who would 
exploit it for its resources; a larger tax gap between classes; a significant decrease in government spending; 
a woman’s right to choose whether or not to have an abortion; universal access to health care; and 
reawakening the great sense of American community, I believe that the endorsement of the Richmond City 
Democratic Committee is valuable. Endorsed candidates are eligible to coordinate with the Party to access 
valuable voter data, raise funds, and be included on official slate mailers and door hangers that you 
distribute to Democratic voters. The aforementioned would be of tremendous benefit to my campaign as I 
work for a better Richmond.  
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
Two of the biggest issues facing the 3rd district and the City relate to service provision and education. As an 
advocate for the citizens of the 3rd District and the City, I would be in frequent conversation with the 
appropriate departments to ensure sustainable and quality service provision; and work with the School 
Board and Mayor to guarantee that RPS is fully funded and that EVERY child has an opportunity to learn 
and succeed. 
 
 
 
 
Dorian Daniels - Candidate for City Council - 3rd District 
Political Affiliation: Independent 
Website: www.doriandaniels.com 
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Bio: I have been active not only in my district but in and around the City of Richmond. In my race I’m the 
only candidate that has worked with numerous community organizations, political organizations, and Mayor 
initiative programs. I’m not just a candidate that in a race and not been active. My goal is to connect my 
district and be as transparent as possible. There is a lot of work that is needed for the City of Richmond to 
get back on track and as the next City Councilman I will work as a full time councilman to make sure my 
district, along with the City of Richmond, is moving forward. 
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
My goal is to work with all parties as we move to push the City of Richmond forward. I believe in a 
bipartisanship leadership, as we all have the same challenges but different ways to solve them. 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
The two critical challenges the City of Richmond is facing is Public Safety and Education. Public Safety is 
always going to be an issue as long as the police/citizen ratio is unbalanced. When it comes to public safety 
in Richmond there are two things that’s needed in order to begin the process of recovery. The first thing is 
we need to do a wage comparison so we are sure we are paying our public safety workers a wage that is 
cohesive to the surrounding counties, and making sure we are working with the Chief of Police ensuring we 
are putting all ideas on the table to close the gap of the officers we need to protect our citizens. The second 
thing is we need to implement a Obligated Service agreement for 5 years to prevent the false use of training 
provided through the RPD. The Obligated Service agreement will prevent officers from leaving the force 
after they have received free training in the tune of $78,000, and going to another department which will 
have wasted taxpayer dollars. 
 
I’ve always said Education is the Foundation of a Successful Community. So as it relates to education in the 
City of Richmond my goal is to work with the next elected Board Member to come up with a real budget 
numbers needed to operate Richmond Public Schools. We also need to look up ways to intercept the budget 
crisis. I believe and will support a cigarette tax solely for the purpose of educational dollars. We have to 
begin a process in order to create solutions that would solve the problems at hand. Being an active City 
council member will also play a major part in the success of Richmond Public Schools. 
 
Councilman Chris Hilbert - Candidate for City Council - 3rd District 
Political Affiliation: Democrat 
Website: www.chrishilbert2016.com 
 
Bio: I am a graduate of the University of Tennessee with an undergraduate degree in Finance and I also 
have an MBA from there. I have lived in Ginter Park for over twenty years with my wife, Sheila Mandt . We 
are members of St, Paul’s Episcopal Church.  I am a Senior Strategic Lending Officer for  VHDA where I 
concentrate on underwriting loans that provide housing for the homeless, persons with disabilities and 
revitalization projects across the Commonwealth.  I have been an active member of the Richmond 
community, including being a founder of the Remembrance Service for Homicide Victims.  
 
During my time on Council, I have spent a lot of time and energy to make our city a safer place with dramatic 
decreases in crime during my tenure on Council.  Regarding my district, I have worked to improve the 
Northside and all of Richmond. I obtained funding for the Brookland Park renovation, pushed for blight 
reduction on Chamberlayne Avenue and instituted streetscaping on MacArthur. I have been a strong 
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proponent of RPS, supporting the construction of four new schools, increased education and IB funding and 
securing  $1.1 Million for RPS Education Foundation for computer access.  
I have been responsive to my constituents and their issues of interest and involved with the civic 
associations in my district. I’ve held over 100 district meetings and sent out regular newsletters and email 
blasts keeping residents informed and showing transparency.  I have responded to and resolved hundreds 
of citizen concerns.  I look forward to continuing that grassroots work to make Northside and our city a better 
place. 
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
Yes, I am seeking the endorsement of the RCDC. I have been a member of the RCDC for a 12 years 
because I am a Democrat and my values coincide with those of the Democratic Party. I have received the 
endorsement of the RCDC in my past elections, and it have been very valuable to assist the voters in my 
district in selecting a candidate that reflects their priorities.  I appreciate and would value the formal 
endorsement of the RCDC to reinforce my Democratic principles.  Even before joining RCDC, I have been a 
proud Democrat all my life. 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
The City of Richmond has too many citizens, particularly children, living in poverty and in some cases 
without permanent shelter.  We need to create more jobs at a living wage and have more affordable 
housing.  Economic development will help the entire city but me must make sure that these opportunities 
also provide opportunities for those most vulnerable. 
  
Strong public schools are critical to Richmond’s success.  A strong public school makes companies want to 
come here because they know their employees will be happy living here.  When companies come here, jobs 
are created. Moreover, a good education is the best opportunity for anyone to better him or herself.  I know 
that firsthand because I am the first person in my family to graduate from college.  With a good education 
and job training, an individual can lift himself and his family out of poverty and become a taxpaying, 
contributing member of the community.  
 
Although you asked for two issues, I feel I have to add that, right now, Richmond needs restored faith in 
government and government services. RIchmonders deserve transparency and honesty in their government 
so they can see and believe that the government is working for them.  
 
Timothy Grimes - Candidate for City Council - 4th District 
Political Affiliation: Democrat 
Website: www.timgrimesrva.com 
 
Bio: I was born and raised in the Chicago area. In the 60s, and continuing after that, my parents were 
involved in the civil rights movement, initially a source of embarrassment for me because none of my friends 
parents were involved, soon after they became the main inspiration for me in my life going forward. On a 
strong suggestion from my father, when I made the mistake of saying I was bored one Saturday afternoon, I 
started volunteering. I have been tutoring and mentoring for 18 years now and am currently serving on the 
Westover Hills Elementary School Community Support Team. 
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My parents inspiration and my interest in Democratic politics moved me to change careers in 2000. I worked 
on the successful re-election campaign for Democratic Congressman Lane Evans, 17th District IL. In 2001, I 
came to Richmond to work for the Del. Donald McEachin’s Attorney General campaign. I continued to work 
in his law office and managed his successful campaign for the 74th House of Delegates seat. I was his 
legislative aide until 2006 when I managed Democrat Sharon Pandak’s special election campaign for Prince 
William County’s Board of Supervisors Chair. In 2007 started working for the Greater Richmond Chamber in 
member relations. After 5 years, I started working for Richmond City Councilwoman Kathy Graziano and 
with your endorsement, I hope to continue to serve the people of the Fourth District of Richmond. While the 
City has it’s challenges, I would love to be a part of it’s future. 
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
Yes. I am a lifelong Democrat. I would be honored and proud to have it. I am also proud of my              work 
with Councilwoman Graziano (a republican, introduced to me by then Del. Donald McEachin, serving in a 
non-partisan identified position). I am able to work with all people without losing my Democratic values. 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
Lack of revenue for basic services and schools - I will not vote for a Budget that takes funds away from 
DPW, Police and Fire to give to schools. While schools could use $9 million, they need much more than 
that. I would work with the new Administration, Council, Schools, Business Community as well as the 
citizens of Richmond to come up with an actual plan to adequately fund schools. 
 
Lack of collaboration between Administration, Council and Schools - My life and career experience have 
given me great opportunities to build relationships, whether with printing clients, campaign volunteers, 
business community, constituents or City departments. I will be focused like a laser beam on working with 
the new Administration, Council and Schools to get something done. 
 
School Board Member Kristen Larson - Candidate for City Council - 4th District 
Political Affiliation: Democrat 
Website: www.electkristenlarson.com 
 
Bio: I grew up in Wilmington, Delaware and attended public schools in Red Clay School District. After that, I 
attended Syracuse University’s Newhouse School of Communication and was awarded a bachelor’s degree 
from SU in 1997. 
 
After college, I moved to Washington, D.C. and lived and worked there for nearly a decade gaining 
experience in the nonprofit and association industry in public relations and communications departments. 
  
I moved to Richmond in 2005.  Three years later, I started exploring kindergarten options for my son and 
stumbled upon Patrick Henry School of Science and Arts (PHSSA), Virginia's first elementary charter school. 
I served on the board at Patrick Henry for several years and filled the role as school spokesperson.  
 
This experience led me to want to get more involved in Richmond's educational system and in 2012 I 
launched a campaign for Richmond School Board's 4th district seat.  I won the election in a 5-way race and 
started my 4-year term in January 2013.  
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I currently serve as the co-chair of the RPS Facilities Committee and the RPS board liaison to the Greater 
Richmond Chamber.  I also sit on the city's Office of Community Wealth Building’s Early Childhood Action 
Team.  I was named on Style Weekly’s Power List in 2014 and recognized by Style as Top 40 under 40 in 
2012. 
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
I’m seeking the endorsement of DCDC because it would be an honor to be supported and recognized by my 
peers and colleagues.  If endorsed, I will proudly represent RCDC and the Democratic party. 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
First, the city as a whole must increase our focus on public schools. Beyond the obvious benefits of 
improving the education of our children, we need to look at a strong public education system as a key 
benefit for improving our city.  
 
A strong public school system will attract high-paying jobs from employers looking to build their businesses 
in the city, and families currently living outside city limits because of concerns about our public schools. 
Richmond is already drawing new workers, employers, and families because of its dynamic arts, food, and 
cultural scene. Imagine if Richmond was also known as having one of the most innovative urban public 
school systems in the county. 
Working with RPS leadership to implement the facilities task force recommendations and providing a 
consistent funding stream of revenue will be two ways to address some of the challenges of our school 
system.  Having an ongoing dialogue with the schools and making it a top city priority will also help move 
this issue forward.  
 
Second: The city finance department and economic development projects need to be held accountable. We 
need an audit of the city budget, we need to develop multi-year budget planning, and we need a 
comprehensive overhaul of the city's finance department. 
 
Johnny Walker - Candidate for City Council - 4th District 
Political Affiliation: Democrat 
Website: www.johnywalkerrva.com 
 
Bio: I am a lifelong Democrat and a native son of Richmond. I retired as a Director at AT&T and while 
working at AT&T gained more than 35 years of corporate experience with lobbying and negotiating 
multi-million dollar contracts. I am a proud graduate of Richmond Public Schools  
and earned a B.S. in Business Administration and an MBA in Finance/Management from the University of 
Richmond. I have lived in the City Council 4th for 26 years. I currently serve our community on five Boards; 
The Dream Academy, Neighborhood Housing Services of Richmond, Richmonders Involved to Strengthen 
our Community ( RISC), Citizens Against Crime Incorporated, and Richmond Kiwanis Club.  
I am married to retired Richmond Police Captain, Albertina Rasin Walker and we have five children: a Yale 
Lawyer, a Doctor, a Website Designer, a Bus Driver, and a special needs autistic son. They are all 
graduates of Richmond Public Schools.  
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
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Yes, I am seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee because I am a lifetime 
Democrat, an active member of the Richmond City Democratic Committee, and I share the values of the 
Democratic Party. I am not a fair weather Democrat but a Democrat who will support the party and stand 
with its candidates. 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
1. The city, has for many years had serious financial management issues which have led to a shortfall in 
funding of public schools, public safety, and basic services such as road maintenance. I have the 
financial/management skill set (B.S. in Business Administration, MBA in Finance/Management, and over 35 
years of corporate experience lobbying and negotiating multi-million dollar contracts) to address and resolve 
the city’s financial challenges. 
 
2. The city has an overall poverty rate 26% and approaching 50% in the Afro American Community. This is 
unacceptable and I will make reducing poverty one of my top priorities while on council. My goal is to reduce 
the poverty rate by 50% over the next eight years through economic development (using my lobbying skills 
to bring jobs to the city and GRTC public transportation to Henrico and Chesterfield). I also will work closely 
with my peer on the School Board to ensure that Richmond Public Schools have the resources to provide its 
students a marketable education that will allow them to obtain employment upon graduation. 
 
Larry Olanrewaju - Candidate for City Council - 4th District 
Political Affiliation: Independent 
Website: www.larryolanrewajuforcitycouncil.com 
 
Bio: My professional experiences and many years of community service are valued experiences that are 
relevant to this office and make me the best candidate for the office.  
 
Community Services 
 
I am currently serving on the City of Richmond Public Library Board of Trustees. I was appointed in 2011, 
and for the past two years I have served as the chairman of its budget committee. 
  
From 1998 – 2004 I served the citizens of the fourth district as their elected representative to the School 
Board. The school board is a policy making body of elected officials. The board is responsible for adopting 
bylaws and regulations, consistent with state statutes and regulations of the Board of Education, for its own 
government, for the management of its official business and for the supervision of schools, including but not 
limited to the proper discipline of students, including their conduct going to and returning from school. The 
knowledge gained from being a member of the School Board is one that will serve me well on City Council. 
In addition, I had the opportunity to serve in the roles of Vice-Chairman and Chairman of the Board. I was 
Chairman for three and half years. I decided not to run for re-election in 2004.  In the role of Chairman, I was 
responsible for directing the day to day operations of the Board and worked with the Superintendent on 
behalf of the Board.  I also worked collaboratively with political, business, and academic leaders in our city 
on behalf of Richmond Public Schools.  I have the leadership skills needed on City council for leveraging 
resources on behalf of the city and responding to issues that are important to citizens. 
  
I also gained additional experiences from serving on other boards, such as, being an  Advisory Board 
Member- of Youth Matters-An Initiative of the Greater Richmond Chamber of Commerce established to 
assist Richmond Metro Area school systems with early start programs; 2003 to 2004.  Board of Directors of 
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Communities in Schools of Richmond, Inc. of Richmond,   July 1998 – 2003, an organization dedicated to 
connecting community resources with schools to help young people successfully learn, and stay in school. 
 
Professional (Work) Experiences 
 
In addition to community service, I have experiences related to my work that will be valuable in the position 
of City Council member.  I have served as an Interim Vice President and Director at Rappahannock 
Community College. In both roles I was responsible for developing strategic plans and led the 
implementation of the plan.  I have developed budgets and understand that the priorities of the organization 
are the key drivers in developing an effective budget.  This is a skill that is important for a council member 
because a council member must understand that a budget is not just a document of numbers but a 
document that communicates what the Citizens value. In addition, I have provided effective leadership for 
those that I supervise.  
 
I am currently a professor of Economics at John Tyler Community College.  My educational background is 
an asset that I bring to the role of a Council member. I have a background in Economics and Business. This 
knowledge gives me the ability to understand, critically evaluate information/data given to me by the 
administration before casting a vote.  
 
These are the experiences from many years of work that make me a qualified candidate for the office of City 
Council member.  
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
The response to this questions is yes. I am always seeking the endorsement of individuals and groups who 
are concerned about our city and are willing to work towards making our city a safe place to live and raise a 
family.  I know that members of the City Democratic Committee believe in the same vision for our city. 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
a)    Issues relating to Education. (Richmond Public Schools). This issue as discussed above is a district and 
also a city-wide issue. The same points made above also apply to solving the problem city-wide. Quality 
schools are paramount to the economic health of our city. However, a lot of residents, especially those with 
school age children do not have confidence that their children will receive a quality education by attending 
city schools. 
  
I am a parent of two children that attended Richmond Public Schools from Elementary through High School. 
The reason we bought our home in Huguenot Farms was for our children to attend Fisher Model School. My 
wife and I were engaged in their schooling throughout that period. I also served on the School Board from 
1998 to 2004, and was Chairman of the Board for three and half years. 
  
My suggestion about how to address the issue of education is informed by my role as a parent and a Board 
Member.  I know that there are excellent teachers and excellent students in Richmond Public Schools. The 
system needs to create environments for both in terms of teaching and learning.  
The system needs to create more centers of excellence where students’ potential can be nurtured. For 
example, Richmond Community and Open High school were created in Richmond long before the charter 
school movement began. We need more of those types of schools. Having such schools will retain parents 
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with young children in the city and attract young families with school age children to buy homes in the city. 
As a member of the School Board I advocated for and got the International Baccalaureate Program 
established, both as middle and high school programs.  These centers of excellence will increase the 
number of parents sending their children to city schools, especially at the Middle and High School levels. 
We also, need to invest in technical education and partnering with businesses to provide apprenticeship 
programs for our students who may not want to attend college.  City council, the Mayor and the School 
board, working together, must reengineer the school division to better deliver quality education. 
 
Another important challenge is dealing with upgrading the school buildings for a twenty-first century 
education.  To address this challenge, the Mayor, City Council, and the School Board collectively must 
present a realistic proposal to the taxpayers for their approval. The decision to issue bonds or raise taxes, 
and by how much, to finance school buildings must be placed before the taxpayers for their approval.  
 
b.)  Issue of Public Safety.   Recently we have seen the murder rate rise in Richmond. The Federal Bureau 
of Investigation’s Uniform Crime Report for the 2014 reporting year listed Richmond as # 6 based on the 
number of murders per 100k people.  The data shows that per 100k people Richmond had 19.43 murders, 
and for violent crime per 100k people Richmond had 594.1.  Total violent crimes was 1,254.  I lived in the 
city during the period when the city was known as one of the murder capitals of the U.S., with close to 100 
homicides per year.  We cannot regress, we must invest in public safety to keep our neighbors safe and 
neighborhoods free of crime. 
  
As a council member, I will make investing in public safety a budget priority. I will support funding the police 
department so that the Chief of Police can hire the additional officers that he needs to bring the force to its 
full time capacity.  Secondly, I will support and encourage the concept of Community Policing. Research is 
shown that Community Policing concept builds bridges and trust between citizens and the police officers. 
The police department needs the involvement of citizens to solve crimes but for this to happen there must be 
trust on both sides.  Also, a strategy of concentrating police officer in high crime areas have also been 
known to reduce crime.  Lastly, we must engage our young people is alternative activities that occupy their 
time in a constructive manner, i.e. after school activities. 
  
A safe city improve the quality of life of its residents and is critical to economic development. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Montigue Magruder - Candidate for City Council - 5th District 
Political Affiliation: Independent 
Website: https://www.facebook.com/MMagruderRCC2016/ 
 
Bio: I'm originally from Charlottesville, VA (born there in 1987) and moved to Richmond when I was 10 with 
family. Graduated from Armstrong in 2006, attended Chandler and Thompson Middle schools before 
that, and went to the Earle C. Clements Job Corps Academy in 2007. I'm currently a caretaker for a small 
“Medicaid House” in Henrico and worked there for nearly 5 years.  
 
I served two consecutive terms on the General Executive Board of the Industrial Workers of the World. 
During my time on the Board, I drafted (and got passed) a resolution raising the pay of t he General 
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Headquarters staff to $15/hour. 
 
I served on the GRTC & Transit Study Task Force with 3 of the current mayoral candidates and wrote 
four of the final recommendations, two of which were implemented. 
 
I've worked with organizations such as RePHRAME, Richmond Transit Riders Union, Virginia 
Organizing, and RVA Rapid Transit.  
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
I must disclose that I have been endorsed by the Richmond Green Party. If the RCDC chooses to endorse 
me, I will welcome the endorsement with the hope that the RCDC will not endorse incumbent candidates 
that supported harmful policies (e.g. the Monroe Park Conservancy deal and fare hikes on GRTC's 
services). The quality of human life should ALWAYS trump party politics and the pursuit of profit. 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
The City decided to take a path that excludes the the least of us. The concerns of the poor, bus riders, public 
housing residents, incarcerated people, and homeless persons were consistently ignored by the current City 
Council and Mayor in favor of economic development deals that will extract the wealth created by 
working-class Richmonders. I plan to tackle this challenge by introducing and fighting for the concept of 
Participatory Budgeting and amending or implementing ordinances to stifle unconscious and inhumane 
economic development.  
 
The second challenge involves unhinging the decades of gridlock on the GRTC Transit System, which limits 
the ability of City residents to access various jobs, healthcare, and educational services. My plan to address 
this involves gutting subsidies to companies like Venture Richmond to increase funding for GRTC and seek 
fare reductions to encourage more public transit usage. I also believe that the City must legally challenge 
Chesterfield County's ownership of GRTC to rid itself of half of the gridlock problems currently faced. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Garrett Sawyer - Candidate for City Council - 5h District 
Political Affiliation: Democrat 
Website: www.garrettsawyer.org 
 
Bio: I am a proud Richmonder, graduate of Richmond Public Schools, and resident of the Swansboro 
neighborhood.  I grew up in the very district I hope to represent, the 5th District.  I attended Westover Hills 
Elementary, Thompson Middle, and Open High School.  I received a Bachelor of Arts from the University of 
Virginia in English Language and Literature (2008) and a Master of Public Administration from Strayer 
University (2010).  My work experience includes over six years serving in a senior human resources role at a 
local law firm and a leading healthcare services organization.  I’ve handled staffing, recruiting, and 
compliance and ethics for 1,300 direct hires and independent contractors.  In addition, I understand how to 
build projection tools to determine profitability for organizations, which has led to annual financial success for 
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those organizations.  I will bring my staffing and financial experience to city government to ensure taxpayer 
dollars are being handled correctly.  It is very important that we elect representatives that have the proven 
financial experience to account for your taxpayer dollars.  I stand for service whether it is based on my love 
for the human resources profession or my involvement in the hospitality ministry at my church, The Saint 
Paul’s Baptist Church.  I will be for YOU and would be honored to receive the RCDC endorsement on 
Thursday, October 6, 2016.  
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
Yes.  I am proud Strong Democrat that has worked to elect Democrats for local, state, and national offices 
since 2004.  I recall my first political campaign that I worked on in Virginia, which was for Tim Kaine’s 
gubernatorial election in 2005.  I would be honored to receive the endorsement from the Richmond City 
Democratic Committee (RCDC) because it would come from a group that I greatly respect and have worked 
alongside for years.  The RCDC and I share the same goals of transparency and accountability for all 
elected officials.  I have and always will support the RCDC in its efforts to register and educate voters and 
assist with GOTV.  
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
A. Rebuilding our foundation. The foundation of Richmond is its financial system. Unfortunately in the City of 
Richmond, we have not seen the level of financial oversight and transparency needed to move our city in the 
right direction. We have failed three consecutive years to submit our budget summaries of expenditures and 
revenues on time; there has been limited movement from Council as a whole to demand answers. Currently, 
we are one of three localities in the Commonwealth that have failed to report our required financial update to 
the Commonwealth. This is unacceptable and the current administration is not holding everyone 
accountable for the continued shortcoming.  I have more than six years of experience handling complex 
staffing by managing 1,300 employees across 11 offices on the East Coast at the height of one of the 
largest Settlement Programs in U.S. history. In addition, my experience includes workforce planning, 
compliance and ethics, and operations management for a local organization. I will bring my experience of 
overseeing multi-billion dollar settlement programs from a staffing and budgeting prospective to Council to 
ensure transparency and accountability are pushed for across the board. I know how to meet deadlines and 
respect the bottom line.  I will be on the front lines calling for a full audit of the City of Richmond books to 
ensure we have an understanding of our current financial state.  Once the City understands current 
finances, the Mayor and his/her administration and City Council can begin to have larger conversations of 
how to address issues across several areas within our city.  
B. Reforming our education system. We must provide our children with an education that prepares them to 
be extraordinary leaders and contributing citizens. As a Richmond Public Schools alumnus, I feel that we 
MUST ensure each child is given the same opportunities regardless of zip code. In order to address 
achievement gaps within our city, I will assist with the push for deconcentration of poverty. To move our 
schools in the right direction towards increased scholastic achievement, we must focus on (a) 
deconcentrating poverty; (b) decompressing teacher salaries; (c) improving upkeep of existing facilities; and 
(d) rebuilding our communities through offering more after school opportunities. I will be committed to 
allocating appropriate dollars in the budget to support decompression of teacher salaries so we can retain 
our outstanding educators and attract new educators to the district. 
 
Councilman Parker Agelasto - Candidate for City Council - 5th District 
Political Affiliation: Democrat 
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Website: www.parkerforcitycouncil.com 
 
Bio: I am a graduate of Bates College and an MBA graduate of UVA Darden School of Business. I work as 
the Executive Director of the non-profit Capital Region Land Conservancy. My wife, Katherine, is a public 
school teacher. We are expecting our first child in December. Over the past four years, in my term on 
council, I have worked diligently to resolve many, many constituent issues. I have held regular district 
meetings and initiated neighborhood clean-ups around my district. I attend numerous neighborhood 
association and organization meetings. I have continually demanded transparency and accountability in my 
workings with City Hall.  I continue to propose innovative solutions to improve efficiency and effectiveness of 
City resources such as the program to certify welders by fabricating bike racks and assigning community 
service to work off court fines and fees. I visit classrooms throughout my district to engage with students and 
teachers.  I have fought and continue to fight for additional funding to support RPS’s Academic Improvement 
Plan and infrastructure needs. There is a stronger sense of civic engagement and community as a result of 
my leadership. 
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
Yes. I very much would appreciate the RCDC endorsement. As an active member of RCDC in good 
standing for 4 years, I have represented Democratic values and principles while governing on City Council. 
Through my legislative actions I have supported such items as clean energy, economic justice, education, 
environmental protection, health, redistricting reform, same-sex marriage equality, and transparency. The 
RCDC’s public statement of endorsement is a strong message that I value. 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
1 – Lack of economic opportunity. We need to provide opportunity for all of our citizens. A strong and 
excellent public education system is one way of doing this. Public education offers our students opportunity 
to succeed, whether in higher education or with a well-paying job. While better education is a long-term 
investment that will take years to see the benefits, we also need to increase our job creation, providing 
opportunity for Richmonders to have well-paying jobs that allow them to support their families. Therefore, we 
should continue to invest in Workforce Development that is tied directly to training and employment 
opportunities for our most needy residents. This requires close coordination with existing employers to 
define their future needs to begin filling these positions. Furthermore, we should be better leveraging 
programs like Section 3 to offer employment to residents of Public Housing. Providing these opportunities 
will help our citizens rise out of poverty, become more resilient, and thrive to success. 
 
 
2- Poor city services and functioning. Our city government does not seem to be able to perform the very jobs 
for which citizens depend on it. We need alleys and streets repaired, grass cut, trash removed, trees 
trimmed and other basic services to be reliable and dependable. We need a strong Finance Department to 
get accurate billing out to residents more timely and to track income and expenses appropriately so audited 
financial reports are submitted on time. Citizens need to know that when they contact City Hall they will get 
prompt and useful responses. They need to have confidence that the functioning of city government is done 
in an open and transparent way.  
 
Donald Moss - Candidate for City Council - 6th District 
Political Affiliation: Democrat 
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Website: www.mossforcouncil.com 
 
Bio: I was born in Richmond and raised by my aunt, a teacher, and my grandmother, a small business 
owner and homemaker. They taught me the value of advocating for others and the importance of public 
service. Since 2002, I've taken those lessons and put them to the work for the citizens of Richmond, and I'm 
proud of my involvement in our shared community: 
 
-Served on the Clean City Commission of Richmond  
-Helped found our community radio station WRIR 97.3 FM  
-Helped bring Comcast Cares to Byrd Park, coordinating 300 volunteers in beautification  
-Founded the Richmond Downtown Residents Association 
-Helped restart the Southern Barton Heights Community Association 
 
As a Democratic activist and staffer, I have had to privilege of working on or volunteering for 15 campaigns 
in Richmond, Blacksburg, Virginia Beach, and Loudoun County. From 2014 to 2016, I served as the 1st Vice 
Chair of the Richmond City Democratic Committee, and from 2012 to 2015, I served as Central Region 
Chair of the Virginia Young Democrats. And most importantly, since 2008, I’ve knocked on over 14,000 
doors and made over 25,000 calls to help elect Democratic candidates. 
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
As an eight-year member of the committee, former 1st Vice Chair and former 6th Ward Chair, I'm eager to 
earn the endorsement of my friends, colleagues and fellow Democrats. 
 
I am a lifelong Democrat who has worked for dozens of Democratic and progressive campaigns in 
Richmond, Virginia, and all over America. Like our great committee, I've always stood up for  my progressive 
values and refused to be silent when I see elected officials put politics above people. 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
The leadership in Richmond hasn't followed through on its basic obligations to the citizens of the city we 
love: successful schools, effective roads, and safe communities. I'm passionate about our City and I have 
plans to address these issues. 
 
I am endorsed by the Richmond Education Association, who called me an "energetic yet realistic" candidate 
who will put our schools first. My plan to eradicate blight through the creation of a Land Bank will allow us to 
deepen and widen our revenue base. My plan to sustain greater small business growth will revitalize our 
commercial corridors. My plan to imitate New York City's mandatory youth summer jobs program will give 
provide our students with life-changing mentors and a strong work-ethic. And finally, I'll fully fund public 
safety for the first time in 7 years so we can finally bring community policing and relationship building back to 
our neighborhoods and communities. 
 
Councilwoman Ellen Robertson - Candidate for City Council - 6th District 
Political Affiliation: Democrat 
Website: www.ellenfrobertsonrva.com 
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Bio: B.S. Urban Planning and Studies – VCU 
Nursing with experience in Cardiac Intensive Care, Neuro Intensive Care, Industrial Health 
Minority Business Development – VDOT 
Housing Development for homeownership for low to middle income families 
 
City Council since November 2003 to present- List of major accomplishment attached 
Served as VP, Chair of Committees of Finance, Land Use and Transportation, Tourism, VA First Cities 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund, MLK Wealth Building-Poverty Commission 
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
Yes, I am seeking the endorsement of the RCDC and ask for your vote of confident. I and my family are and 
have always been strong Democrats.  I stand strong on the commitments of the Democratic Party and 
pledge to support and carry out the principles of the 2016 Democratic Party.  
 
With Democrats, I believe in cooperation rather than conflict, unity is better than division, empowerment is 
better than resentment, and bridges are better than walls.  I believe we are stronger when we have an 
economy that works for everyone, growing income for working people, creating good paying jobs, and 
putting a middle income life earning within the reach of families that poverty fails to exist. I believe a good 
education is a basic right, no matter what is your zip code.  I believe we must cut the school-to-prison 
pipeline and build a cradle to career pathway, with promise.  I believe in inclusion, justice, fair and affordable 
housing, equity, and protecting human rights. Your endorsement is critical to my re-election to continue the 
works in process, but not fully accomplished. There are many other works not yet in place to address the 
extremes social and economic disparities in the City and to continue our successes to experience a thriving 
city.  I believe in the audacity of fairness and hope 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
The two critical challenges are Economic Disparity and Growth and Good Education for all children.  To 
address Economic Disparity/Growth, the City must fulfil its promise to reduce poverty by raising families to 
the middle class at the 40% reduction level promised.  This must be achieved by committing to turn every 
parcel of blighted, tax delinquent property to generate revenue, providing the supply of decent, Affordable 
Housing where families are not spending greater that 35% of their income, in  safe economic  and cultural 
mixed neighborhoods that provide access to food, transportation and healthcare. We must re-develop and 
expand the job growth on Route 1- Jefferson Davis, Commerce Rd., the medical/biotech park, the marine 
port, and underdeveloped land on the two interstate highways that cut through the core of the City. I patron 
an Ordinance to have a three year economic development plan on Council desk which generated the 
revenue  needed to operate a thriving City and a well-paid, high quality staff, without continual excessive 
taxation and racial inequalities, but through innovation and economy growth.  
 
To address the high quality education for all children from pre-school through high school and beyond, the 
City must come to grip with the segregated system and the gap in academic achievement  by 
acknowledging it cost us more to  close the wide disparities in educational outcomes along racial and social 
economic lines.  The City investment mandates a long term commitment to address infrastructure, well paid, 
high quality workforce, universal pre-school, after-school, parent engagement, and summer school. All 
sources of federal, state, and local funds and resource must be aggressively tapped.  We must set 
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measurable expectations to educate all children to their greatest capacity.  
 
Councilwoman Cynthia Newbille - Candidate for City Council - 7th District 
Political Affiliation: Democrat 
Website: cynthianewbille@gmail.com 
 
Bio: Richmond City Council, Richmond East End/7th Voter District, Councilwoman 
Richmond Memorial Health Foundation, Program Officer & Patient Centered Medical Home Coordinator  
 
Cynthia I. Newbille serves as the Council representative for the Richmond City Council’s East End/7th Voter 
District in Richmond, VA, and is a Program Officer and Patient Centered Medical Home Coordinator for the 
Richmond Memorial Health Foundation. First elected to City Council in 2009, Cynthia is currently serving her 
second term (2013-2016). 
 
As a servant leader, Cynthia has more than 25 years of experience managing and administering local, 
regional and national non-profit organizations, and working in local government, academia, and foundations. 
She has earned a reputation as a dynamic consensus builder and a catalyst for collective community 
change. Her career includes such diverse positions as Consultant for the Annie E. Casey Foundation, Chief 
of Staff to the Richmond City Manager, Associate Director of the VCU Grace E. Harris Leadership Institute, 
Executive Director of the National Black Women’s Health Project, and Executive Director of the Charles R. 
Drew University of Medicine and Science Head Start Program. Cynthia earned a Bachelors and Masters 
Degree in Psychology from the State University of New York at Stony Brook, and a Ph.D. in Public Policy 
and Administration from Virginia Commonwealth University (Concentration: Health  Policy). Cynthia also 
serves on numerous boards and commissions in the City of Richmond. 
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
As a lifelong democrat, I wholeheartedly and unequivocally embrace and support the core democratic 
values, fundamental beliefs and constitutional principles of American society which unite us all as 
Americans. As such, I seek the RCDC endorsement, support, and assistance to continue to promulgate the 
democratic core values, beliefs and principles among the East End/7th District citizenry through my 
continued service as the East End/7th District City Council representative.  Concomitantly, I have and 
remain committed to supporting other democratic candidates in their quest for leadership positions at the 
local, state and federal levels. 
 
 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
Education 
A critical challenge confronting the City of Richmond is the provision of  a high quality, state of the art 
education for all of Richmond’s children.  I will continue to work collaboratively, inclusively and strategically 
with the School Board, City Council, the City Administration, and other cross sector partners to identify 
viable dedicated and other funding streams/sources to  

Support the construction of state of the art schools/community resource centers serving children 
and families, 

Expand high-quality before- during and after-school programs and services for children, youth and 
families, and  
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Support funding for competitive staffing and expanded professional development for teachers, and 
curriculum enhancement. 
 
Working together, we can produce high quality schools for Richmond’s children, thereby ensuring their 
success from RPS to college/career and on to productive adulthood in a global and highly technological 
society. 
 
To date, I have worked collaboratively with our 7th District School Board representative, RPS staff, parents, 
and civic leaders to secure funding to create the first IB Elementary School in the City of Richmond; CIS in 
all East End Schools; and additional FY 2016/2017 funding for RPS staff compensation, academic 
programming and facilities.  
 
In May of this year, I was extremely pleased to work collaboratively with the 7th District School Board 
representative, RPS staff, the Richmond Symphony Orchestra, RPS Foundation, civic, community and 
corporate partners to host the 3 day outdoor RVA East End Festival 2016: The Gift of Music, May 6-8 in 
Chimborazo park in the East End to benefit and enhance music education in East End RPS schools. We 
accomplished our goal of raising $100,000 to support the purchase of musical instruments, supplies and 
materials, to enhance music education in East End RPS schools.  
 
Economic/Community Development  
 
Given the City’s high poverty and unemployment rates, economic and community development strategies 
that focus on housing, transportation, business development, job creation, youth & family services, parks, 
environmental health and commercial corridor revitalization are paramount to creating and maintaining a 
sustainable high quality of life for all East End residents.  
 
As a result, I am committed to working even more diligently with my City Council colleagues, the City 
administration, RPS, federal, state, corporate, foundation, business etc. to identify strategies to aggressively 
address this challenge and accomplish this goal. To date, I have and will continue to advocate and support 
funding for initiatives to address this challenge holistically, such as the establishment of the City’s Office of 
Community Wealth Building.  
 
Further, highlighted below are some of the economic/community development accomplishments within the 
East End/7th District over the last seven years that are a direct result of our collaborative/collective efforts to 
address this challenge: 
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS – Renovation of the East End Library; Extended hours  
 
LAND USE – Choice Neighborhood Grant submittal for the Transformation of the Creighton Court Public 
Housing Community (Awaiting Notification of Award)  
 
HOUSING –Developed single family housing for homeownership in the NIB target area; Developed Model 
housing block – 26th & 27th streets; Supported the development of mixed income housing at Beckstoffer’s  
 
COMMERCIAL/BUSINESS– Attracted a Grocery Store developer and operator to the 9 Mile/25th/Fairmount 
Streets (Currently In Progress); Bon Secours Parsley Building renovation; Fulton Commercial Corridor 
revitalization; Farmers Market/Main Street Station Renovation; Bon Secour SEED Grant Businesses 
(approximately 25) creating employment opportunities; Developed the Storefront for Community Design; 
Stone Brewery  
 
MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORTATION – Roundabouts: Intersection of 9 mile/25th & Fairmount etc.; Bike/walk 
lanes (Approved); Capital Trail; BRT with Connectors & GRTC Route review/upgrade planning (In progress) 
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PARKS & RECREATION – Jefferson Park Enhancements; Bill Robinson Playground equipment upgrades; 
Woodville NFL Play 60 installation; Funding for Greater Fulton Memorial Park  
 
HEALTH & WELLNESS – Health Resource Centers established in all public housing communities; Healthy 
Corner stores established throughout the East End; New Fulton Medical Center  
 
PUBLIC SAFETY – Station 8 Safety Enhancements (2016)  
 
INFRASTRUCTURE ENHANCEMENTS – Street, alley & crosswalk installations districtwide  
 
Joshua Williams - Candidate for City Council - 7th District 
Political Affiliation: Democrat 
Website: www.facebook.com/joshdistrict7 
 
Bio: I grew up in Richmond in a single-parent home. I understand the challenges that face our families in 
these circumstances. I have been a leader in the Virginia National Guard for over 10 years. During my 10 
years of experience in the military, I served as a Platoon Leader in Iraq and currently as a Company 
Commander and UH-60 Blackhawk pilot. After returning from my tour in Iraq, I worked to build the inventory 
and purchasing department at the corporate level for a local business that has since grown internationally. I 
started my own company serving our local businesses and it is growing successfully. As a military officer, I 
have led people and organizations to success. I have experience working and collaborating across different 
organizational levels and with people from many diverse backgrounds. I want to lead our community and be 
the 7th District representative at City Council. Together with your voice and insight, we can make the 
difference now; when it is needed most. I truly hope that you consider endorsing me and what I stand for so 
that we can begin making progress. 
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
Yes. It is my belief that we have a lot of work to do to empower our communities and support our neighbors 
in lifting them out of poverty. Our city government can play an instrumental part in advocating for reformed 
policies and social agendas. Currently and over the last 6 to 10 years our city government has not done 
enough to ensure the success of our neighborhoods. The RCDC can be an enormous help in furthering 
these goals and advising for the right direction of our City. We need to allocate resources to afford our 
citizenry true opportunities and chances for success in life. The RCDC can bring these conversations to the 
table and affect real change. The unfortunate thing is that I am not well known. Since I am not well known it 
creates significant challenges in providing our neighbors and my district the opportunity for a different 
choice. With the RCDC’s endorsement we, together, can provide the people a second choice and promote a 
more inclusive environment for our city to move forward. People of this city and District 7 want to have 
another option to what they see as a City Government who has not pushed for legislative change or 
sponsored advocacy for them. I want to further solidify the City’s place in people’s lives and be an energetic 
and open councilman who truly listens and cares for the progression of our neighborhoods and citizens. I 
would greatly love the opportunity to work with the RCDC to succeed and sponsor policies to improve our 
city. 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
Core Services and Schools 
 
a. It is our City’s responsibilities to provide effective and efficient basic/core services. Our Schools are one of 
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our core services. We do a horrible job funding these services and prioritizing them. Our teachers need 
more pay, our roads need attention, our social services need more funding to provide better services to our 
lower income citizens and elderly citizens. I would ensure that City Council would do whatever it took to 
make the funding of these services, a non-negotiable item. We will fund them in their entirety and then build 
from there. Our teachers will get the pay they deserve, our streets, sidewalks and 
employees will get the attention they deserve. We will ensure that regardless of where you live or your 
financial condition, you too will receive the same level of funding or attention for basic services and your 
schools as any other area with the same level of dignity and respect. 
 
Poverty 
 
b. We have not done enough to support and advocate for our citizens who are medium to low income. I 
would fight poverty on multiple fronts. We improve our schools through appropriate funding and supporting 
the right changes through our school board and school administrations. We will finally get to work on our 
housing. We have sat by too long and have not gotten our act together. We have to act to improve our 
housing situations throughout the city. I would sponsor and support redevelopment projects with non-profits 
and private industries. The way that we have continued to neglect our lower income citizens has to stop. A 
third front we will fight poverty on is employment opportunities. Fixing schools and improving housing is not 
enough alone. I will sponsor legislation to provide job opportunities to those without. This could be 
accomplished with non-profits, advocacy and sponsorship of people seeking employment with private 
businesses and I would also look at the potential employment opportunities the city could provide. The 
transportation needs to be increased and improved to provide a means for these people to get to work and 
the places they enjoy. Our transportation now is lacking and doesn’t reach the people who need it most. We 
will extend coverage to them and work to make it more efficient and effective. 
 
Councilwoman Reva Trammell - Candidate for City Council - 8th District 
Political Affiliation: Democrat 
Website: reva.trammell@richmondgov.com 
 
Bio: I am the longest-tenured member of City Council. I would like to cite several recent accomplishments 
that have occurred in my district. In the past year I helped secure a forty-year lease for the newly rebranded 
Richmond Marine Terminal from the Port of Virginia. The Terminal will also undergo $17 million in upgrades, 
creating new jobs and improving business prospects at the port. Another exciting development in my district 
is the securing of $17+ million in funding for the conversion of the former American Tobacco building in the 
800 block of Jefferson Davis Highway into 133 affordable apartments and artisan workplaces. I helped draft 
the resolution that was adopted on July 25 that ensured that no taxpayer money would be used for this 
project, relying strictly on municipal bonds. This will also bring in new jobs and help improve the Jefferson 
Davis corridor in that area. Another project already underway in the district is the Clopton Siteworks, which is 
converting old tobacco warehouses into low-rent, no-frills workspaces. This large complex will also provide 
opportunities for entrepreneurs on limited budgets and for blue collar workers to receive training for a variety 
of trades. I helped obtain $200,000 to invest in streetlights, drainage and sidewalk improvements, and 
another $200,000 in matching government funds. One of my proudest accomplishments was fighting for 
keeping the baseball stadium out of Shockoe Bottom and to leave it on the Boulevard. Members of my 
district were strongly opposed to moving the stadium to the Bottom, and I voiced their concerns and voted in 
their favor. I have long been an advocate for increased school funding and providing for the teachers, 
students and administrators. I recently procured $250,000 for the reopening of Summer Hill Elementary 
School, located in my district, and will continue to advocate for schools. Finally, I have been a voice for the 
senior citizens in my district and have assisted them in benefiting from the real estate tax relief program. As I 
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seek re-election, I would be honored to have the endorsement of the Democratic Committee for another 
four-year term as your Councilwoman. 
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
As the majority of the voters in the 8th District vote Democrat, I highly value the endorsement of the 
Democratic Committee. The Democratic party has long been involved in helping raise the standards of the 
less fortunate in our society, and these are ideals I strongly believe in. 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
First, all children in our city deserve a quality education. Making our schools better is the most important 
challenge facing city council, the mayor and the school board in the next four years. I have a proven track 
record in this area and will continue to press for more funding in our schools. The second issue I would cite 
would be the need to bring jobs and access to jobs to the 8th District. By providing better mass transit, 
providing job training programs and fostering economic growth, we can help improve the living conditions for 
the citizens of the 8th District.  
 
Amelia Lightner - Candidate for City Council - 8th District 
Political Affiliation: Democrat 
 
Bio: Community involvement means everyone, faith- based organizations, Sororities, fraternities, civic 
organizations, etc. People want to help they just don’t  know how. Organizing is what I do; I am referred to 
as the community organizer. 
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
I am seeking the Democratic Endorsement because I am a true Democrat, who respect and believe in 
democratic values as listed below I have demonstrated these values throughout my entire career: 
 
Equality 
Honesty 
Inclusion 
Civil Rights 
Voting Rights 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
Poverty is the systemic problem for our city, when we start to address the needs of the community through 
employment, this will increase the standard of living. When the standard of living is increased, then our 
school performances will increase, crime will decrease, and health issues will start to decrease with the aid 
of better health care. 
 
Education: Schools start with proper funding, community involvement, and tutoring programs before and 
after school. 
 
Michael Jones - Candidate for City Council - 9th District 
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Political Affiliation: Democrat 
Website: www.michaeljones9thdistrict.com 
 
Bio: As a Pastor I have a history of serving people, leading large organizations, and an understanding of the 
key issues facing urban communities. I understand the needs and challenges facing parents because I have 
two school age kids myself. I’ve built relationships with key stakeholders in the region to get things done. I 
also will listen to the concerns, needs, and wants of citizens who pay taxes and expect more from their city 
government.  
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
YES, I’ve been a lifelong Democrat and I understand and support the key issues that progressives stand for. 
I want to work with fellow members of the committee to help elect our new democratic Congressman and 
President. I want to advance a progressive agenda in city government to help improve public education, 
establish clear budget priorities, sound financial management, and fix neglected infrastructure. 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
Aging city infrastructure 
School system in need 
 
We fix each of these areas by prioritizing the budget needs, holding city & school administration 
accountable, and communicating with citizens on the vision for a new and improved Richmond. 
 
Germika Pegram - Candidate for City Council - 9th District 
Political Affiliation: Democrat 
Website: http://gtpegram.wix.com/gpegramcitycouncil9 
 
Bio: One of Germika’s single most accomplished goals was attending grad school at NYU while being 
chronically homeless 6 times within 2 years. She persevered and remained resilient towards her goals. She 
was left with two choices: sleep in her my car or return back to Richmond, VA, and give up on what I desired 
to achieve. 
 
Germika is a proud alumna of RPS’s: J.L. Francis Elementary, Boushall Middle, and George Wythe High 
School for the Arts.  
Germika attended J.S. Reynolds Community College downtown campus before transferring and then 
graduating from Virginia Union University with a BA in Psychology. 
NYU alumna: Masters of Social Work and Policy and Practice.  
November 2016, Germika will graduate from The Grace E. Harris Leadership Institute-L. Douglas Wilder 
School of Government and Public Affairs, Minority Political Leadership Institute of VCU. 
 
For a year and a half, Germika worked four part-time jobs while attending grad school full-time and 
maintained 21-hour a week required internship. Nothing was easy, but navigating how to be resourceful and 
determined led her to gain a multi-facet skill set to apply professionally and personally while also ensuring 
she could deliver helpful advice for those who encountered the same. So, how did Germika’s personal 
ordeals highlight competence to be elected for City Council in District 9? It reflects her determination and 
critical thinking skills towards effective solutions that can support constituents in District 9 and the city 
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overall. 
 
Germika Pegram’s Mission Statement 
 
District 9 and the City of Richmond will face enormous problems that steadily point towards instability, if 
improvements aren’t developed and implemented by our next elected officials correctly. My mission as 
councilwoman will reflect consistent transparency and determination to advance the quality of life. It will be 
my responsibility to effectively lead our communities with appropriate decisions regarding our schools, 
district funding, public safety, economic development and increasing the overall progress of our city to thrive. 
 
Germika will ensure to highlight the underlying problems that impact the City of Richmond as a whole: 
excluded communities, affordable housing, regional cooperation, diversity, and transportation. To help 
bridge the gap of issues her commitment to be transparent and dedicated won’t have hidden agendas of 
personal ideas and overlooked concerns. However, Germika is unwavering dedication to accomplish and 
maintain these won’t work effectively with colleagues on City Council, School Board and the Mayor, if you 
support is absent. 
 
8 years as an Advocacy and Policy Strategist; 18 years in Social Service, and focus therapy of psychiatry 
and trauma. 
 
Grassroots community organizer for 22 years.  
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
To receive the Richmond City Democratic Committee endorsement would be an honor. Not only would it 
identify the connection of what I’ve always represented as a Democrat, yet, it also supports my decision as a 
resident to run for public office. My highest priority is to fulfill and carryout the duties of my responsibilities as 
councilwoman for all within my district and the City of Richmond, as well as develop and maintain a 
relationship of unification with others unrepresented for equality and equity.  
 
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
Education: education is critical to the City of Richmond’s future.  Working closely with constituents about 
concerns and the Mayor, City Council colleagues and School Board representatives is imperative to 
implement changes needed and maintain structure, are the following few components that must be 
considered: RPS has the largest budget of money per teacher being spent per student. To keep effective 
teachers in RPS would have to include a safe environment; proper relationship between teachers and 
administrators; pay based upon experience ability; creating a teacher preparation program. My plan to assist 
with the decisions to improve RPS would include the corporate community’s responsibility toward the 
success of Richmond Public Schools as a business that has to be an advisory of curriculum and workforce 
trends. 
 
Public Safety: addressing crime is a necessary precursor to neighborhood revitalization efforts and the City 
of Richmond. It can be very difficult to attract businesses, homeowners or other investors to neighborhoods 
that have significant crime or that are perceived as being unsafe. As a plan towards this issue, I will ensure 
that my personal involvement with constituents will be to develop community/neighborhood outreach 
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programs with Richmond Police Department, as well as creating more sustainable and engaged civic 
associations. Too decrease the total crime rate in Richmond it must include the support of everyone together 
to recognize the problems towards effective solutions. 
 
Marcus Squires - Candidate for City Council - 9th District 
Political Affiliation: Democrat 
Website: www.facebook.com/Marcus4the9th  
 
Bio: My mother is an immigrant from the African country of Morocco and my father is from Ohio. They met 
when my grandfather was recruited from the Manhattan Project to the Langley Air force base and my mother 
was visiting historic Virginia.  I was born in Newport News, Virginia with my twin brother and was raised with 
my parents, sister and brother in Gloucester, Virginia. I came to live in Richmond first in 2009 and during 
that time Richmond was changing drastically. I permanently moved here when I started to go to VCU and I 
fell in love with the city and decided to stay. During my time at VCU I did not have a car and would have to 
walk each day to the bus stop to catch bus 71 to get to VCU and on days when I could not afford bus fair I 
would walk or bike and this is when I experienced just how the 9th district and the city’s south side is not 
pedestrian friendly. After graduating from VCU I began working with the Richmond Public School System to 
give back to the community and realized just how much work needs to be done in the schools with class 
room ratio’s and school infrastructure. I’m running for a better Richmond to fix our schools, our 
infrastructure, and our C.I.P budget. 
  
I graduated with a degree in Political Science from VCU and studied abroad in Paris, France at the 
University of New Haven Connecticut’s satellite campus, Novancia Business School, and the Catholic 
University where I studied international business, French Language, and Global Public Health Systems. I am 
also the Vice-Chair of the Richmond Sister Cities Commission and Chair of the Richmond-Upon the Thames 
Committee and a paralegal at the Agarwal Law firm. 
 
Are you seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee? If yes, why? 
 
Yes, I am seeking the endorsement of the Richmond City Democratic Committee because I am a democrat 
who will bring change to the city of Richmond and beyond. I will take the voice of the people, reason, and 
change to the city and beyond in order to bring funding to the 9th district.  
 
What are two critical challenges the City of Richmond faces?  How will you address those 
challenges? 
 
The City of Richmond faces major issues with infrastructure and schools. I will address these challenges 
though work in the CIP budget, DOT Grants, EPA Grants, as well as working with the general assembly to 
bring more funding to the Public Schools here in Richmond.  
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